
COMPREHENSION ASSIGNMENT 

CLASS IX 

 

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

My beautiful new watch had run eighteen months without losing or gaining and 

without breaking any part of its machinery or stopping. I had come to believe it 

infallible in its judgements about the time of day, and to consider its constitution 

and its anatomy imperishable. But, at last, one night, I let it run down. I grieved 

about it as if it were a recognised messenger and forerunner of calamity. But by 

and by I cheered up, set the watch by guess and commanded my superstitions to 

depart. 

Next day, I stepped into the chief jeweller’s to set it by the exact time. The head 

of the establishment took it out of my hand and proceeded to set it for me. Then 

he said, ‘She is four minutes slow- regulator wants pushing up.’ I tried to stop 

him and implored him to let the watch alone; but he cruelly did the shameful deed. 

My watch began to gain. It gained faster and faster day by day. Within a week it 

sickened to a raging fever and its pulse went up and up. At the end of two months 

it had left all the timepieces of the town far behind and was fraction over thirteen 

days ahead of time. It was away into November enjoying the snow, while the 

October leaves were still turning yellow. 

I took it to the watchmaker to be regulated. He had a look of vicious happiness 

and eagerly pried the watch open, and then put a small dice-box into his eye and 

peered into its machinery. He said it wanted cleaning and oiling. After this, my 

watch slowed down to that degree that it ticked all appointments I go to, missing 

my dinner, I gradually drifted back into yesterday, then the day before, then into 

last and the world was out of sight. 

I went to the watchmaker again. He took the watch all to pieces and took three 

days to sort it right. After this the watch averaged well, but nothing more. But a 

correct average is only a mild virtue in watch. Following another visit to another 

watchmaker it would run a while and then stop a while, using its own discretion 

about the intervals, and so I went again to have the watch repaired. It now 

performed unexceptionally, except that often after few hours, everything inside 

would fall apart and begin to buzz like a bee. Its hands would spin round and 

round, so fast, that they simply seemed a delicate spider’s web over the face of 

the watch.  



The watch had cost two hundred dollars and I seemed to have paid out two or 

three thousand for repairs.    

 

1. Give the meanings of the following words as used in the passage. One 

word answer or short phrases will be accepted:    (3) 

a. Consider 

b. Infallible 

c. Drifted 

 

2. Answer the questions briefly in your own words: 

a. How much did the watch cost? How much had the narrator spent on 

its repair?          (1) 

b. What superstitions of the narrator are mentioned in the passage?  (2) 

c. What is the shameful deed that the narrator refers to?  (2) 

d. What were the narrator’s views about the watch before it developed a 

fault in its working?        (2) 

e. How does the narrator describe the visits to the jeweller?  (2) 

 

3. In not more than 50 words of your own describe the erratic working 

of the watch. 


